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It’s January and that’s Eanáir in Gaelic 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK:  
For those of you who did not make it to the 

Christmas Party – you missed a lovely event.  Five of 
our members had gone in early to decorate and it 
looked lovely.  There was a nice fire going and there 
was plenty of good food and libations.  Lots of people 
helped with the take down – which was much 
appreciated.  The First President’s Award was given to 
Gloria Cahen for her many years of service and 
dedication.  While we will see her at events, she will 
be missed at Board meetings.  

Happy New Year to all of you.  We have lots of 
good things planned for 2012 and we hope to see all of 
you in attendance.  To start off the year we have the 
first of the IAS Board Member biographies – Enjoy! 
Sonya S. Moore.  
 

Former IAS President and 1st President’s Award 
Winner Gloria Cahen with our IAS Current 
President – Sonya Moore -  
 

 
Congratulations Gloria! 

 

 
May you have all the happiness 

And luck that life can hold 
And at the end of all your rainbows 

May you find a pot of gold! 
(Thank You Gloria!) 

PROFILES:  Sonya S. Moore – IAS President: 
The West Virginia and Virginia State lines must 

be crossed five times between Bluefield, WV and 
Pocahontas, VA. This is a coal mining area of small 
population. Because of this I, who consider myself a 
Virginian, was born in Bluefield, WV site of the only 
hospital in the area. My mother's family settled several 
of the eastern counties of what is now WV but, in 
those very early days, it was western VA. I grew up 
knowing not of Celts but White Anglo-Saxon 
Protestants. Although, there was an Italian great-great 
grandfather on my father's side who was Catholic, 
everyone else was English, Scotch, Irish or Welsh. 

In my junior year of high school, the immediate 
family moved to Bon Air to the house where I live 
today. Since high school I have attended four different 
colleges, finishing at none of them. I worked for four 
different State agencies in three different locations. I 
took early retirement to return to Richmond from the 
Eastern Shore, where I had lived for twenty-five years, 
to take care of my father after my mother died. 

I got a nice check from the State and used it to 
visit a country I had long yearned to see - Ireland. I 
had already been to England in 1999, and made the 
first Irish trip in 2000. I returned two more times, 
going in 2001 and 2002. I later visited Scotland. 

Returning to Richmond from the first trip, I 
discovered that Richmond had an Irish American 
Society. I called, then President, Carroll Graham who 
put me in touch with Gloria Cahen who was then the 
IAS Secretary. She took me under her wing. I joined 
and attended my first meeting in September 2000. 

My love affair with Ireland and the IAS continues. 
If reincarnation is real, I was on the Titanic, an object 
of a love affair all its own. My next trip will be to 
Belfast to see the place of her birth. I have already 
been to the cemetery in Halifax, Nova Scotia, where 
many of those who lost their lives are buried, and to 
Cobh, her last port of call. 

One love affair that did not work out was that of 
the husband to whom I was wed for fifteen years. He 
has been married twice since. I am not that stupid. I 
did get a wonderful son, of whom I am overly proud, a 
daughter-in-law who is better than a daughter as we do 
not argue, and a perfect granddaughter. What else 
could a person ask for? Well, maybe an Irish Tenor 
from the west coast of Ireland. 

 



IAS PUB SUPPER – JANUARY 14TH – 
Meet at 6pm or thereabouts… 

 

 
1548 E. Main St., Richmond, VA, 23298 

Phone 343-1062 -  www.rosieconnollys.com 
(Click the link for directions and menu) 

New IAS Pubmaster, Mary Smith, gets 2012 off to a 
great start with a Pub Supper at Rosie Connolly’s in 
Shockoe Slip.  Tommy & Gladys are happy to do 
separate checks for all. They do need to know the 
number attending to plan seating, so email Mary at 
maryrrf@yahoo.com or call her at 804-746-8173 with 
your number – so we can all sit together.  There is 
plenty of parking – some right in front of the building 
(fee) and some on the street. Rosie’s is good food, 
good fun and good beverages and as close as you can 
come to the atmosphere of a little Pub in Ireland.  
C’mon & see – it’ll be grand.  

 

So many members have said to me –  
 “I’d like to help the IAS but I don’t have much time”, 
or… “I just don’t know how to help out”!  Well never 
let it be said that your newsletter doesn’t have some 
timely tips for you to support the IAS!!  
• Help recruit new members - Tell an Irish friend 

about the IAS! 
• Attend monthly meetings & bring that prospective 

member along with you! 
• Attend our IAS Social Activities – the Pub 

Suppers, the Picnic, the Christmas Party 
• Suggest Irish Speakers or Irish topics for our 

monthly meetings   
• Suggest a free/convenient location for a meeting 
• Share ideas or suggestions with the IAS Board 
• Volunteer for a committee or offer to help in the 

IAS tent at activities   
• Send articles, jokes or suggestions to the 

newsletter 
• Through the year, look for donations for the IAS 

Christmas Party Silent Auction  
• Visit our IAS website http://richmondias.org/  
• Renew your membership Every Year! 

 

IAS MEETING – JANUARY 21 ST – 1:00 
Dan Begley has arranged a weekend daytime 

program to get 2012 started on a high note!  These 
afternoon weekend meetings are to help our members 
who are not comfortable driving or going out at night.  
Please mark your calendars and make an effort to 
attend so that we know this scheduling helps our 
members – and we can try to continue to schedule 
some programs on the weekends     
 

 
 

Join us to explore the life of one of the most 
beloved but misunderstood icons in religious history. 
Narrator Liam Neeson is joined by an assortment of 
scholars and authors in detailing the legacy of Ireland's 
St. Patrick. Frequently, but incorrectly, described as an 
Irishman who drove the snakes out of Ireland, St. 
Patrick was in fact an Englishman and ordained priest 
who was successor to Saint Palladius - first bishop of 
Ireland. Acclaimed actor Gabriel Byrne provides the 
voice of St. Patrick in an hour-long docudrama that 
also examines just how a foreign evangelical would 
have actually interacted with the Irish. St. Patrick of 
Ireland: A Biography author Philip Freeman, Oxford 
University historian David R. Howlett, and renowned 
Irish-American author Frank McCourt all join in to 
offer fascinating insight into the life of a celebrated 
historical figure whose influence continues to be felt 
centuries after his death. ~ (Jason Buchanan, Rovi) 
 

Midlothian Library – 804-378-2144 
521 Coalfield Road, 

Midlothian, VA 23114-4406 
 

For driving directions from your house  
 click for driving directions  

  

THE QUOTABLE IRISH –  
 

“I have  believed the best of every man. And find 
that to believe is enough to make a bad man show him 
at his best, or even a good man swings his lantern 
higher.” (William Butler Yeats - born Sandymount Co. 
Dublin 1865) 
 

“We are what we believe we are.” C. S. Lewis 
(Born in Belfast 1898) 
 



The following is an actual 
exchange of correspondence between a customer and 
the Irish Railway Company. 
 

Gentlemen: I have been riding your trains daily for 
the last two years, and the service on your line seems 
to be getting worse every day. I am tired of standing in 
the aisle all the time on a 14-mile trip. I think the 
transportation system is worse than that enjoyed by 
people 2,000 years ago.  
                                      Yours truly, Patrick Finnegan 
------------------------------------------------------------  

Dear Mr. Finnegan, We received your letter with 
reference to the shortcomings of our service and 
believe you are somewhat confused in your history. 
The only mode of transportation 2,000 years ago was 
by foot.                 Sincerely, Irish Railway Company 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Gentlemen, I am in receipt of your letter, and I think 
you are the ones who are confused in your history. If 
you refer to the Bible and the Book of David, 9th 
Chapter, you will find that Balaam rode to town on his 
ass. That.... gentlemen, is something I have not been 
able to do on your trains in the last two years!  
                                      Yours truly, Patrick Finnegan 
******************************************** 
     (Many thanks to our IAS member and Hospitality 
Committee Member - Carmel Miney for sharing this 
with us – I just have to say, I was smiling - ALL  day!) 
 

I found this lovely Wicklow winter scene and snow or 
not – it’s so pretty & peaceful looking  - I had to share 
with you  
 

 
For a larger view-   Click below 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brianbyrne/383938043 

The Mermaid Rocks of Sligo 

 
A mile or two south of Enniscrone in the far west 

of Sligo there is a group of round boulders hidden in 
the brush beside the road. These are the Mermaid 
Rocks. 

Many centuries ago, The O’Dowd (the head of an 
Irish clan was always referred to as “The”) was 
walking along the beach when he saw a beautiful 
woman sitting on a rock combing her hair. The lady 
had no clothes on, but a cape lay along side her. The 
O’Dowd knew at once that she was a mermaid, and 
that the cape was the magic that allowed her to switch 
between human and mermaid status.  

He sneaked up behind the pile of rocks, seized the 
cape, and took her home to his castle. The years 
passed and the couple had seven children. But one day, 
the youngest of the children saw his father take the 
magic cape out of one hiding place and place it in 
another, just before he went off to lead his clan in a 
raid somewhere. The child told his mother what he had 
seen, and she retrieved the cape.  

The mother lost no time in heading for the 
seashore with the children, but once there the six 
eldest balked at entering the water with her (they had 
no gills). Not being human, the mermaid was not 
overly burdened with mother-love, and she turned the 
six children into the rocks that you still can see there to 
this day.  

The mermaid then entered the sea with the 
youngest child, never to be seen again. Did the 
youngest child drown? Maybe - maybe not. There 
seems to be lots of O’Dowds around, and they are 
known to be quite fond of fresh fish.  
 

 
Make a Note -  

In case there is a trip to Ireland in your future 
–There is news that United / Continental Airline will 
operate a daily service between Dublin and 
Washington DC starting in the summer, in addition to 
their daily service between Dublin and Newark. Call 
them for more information.  

 



WHAT ARE OUR MEMBERS UP TO!?! 
 

 
From Denis and Josie Maguire – some wonderful 

news.  Their beautiful and talented daughters, Sharon 
and Christine recently competed at the 2011 US 
Southern Region Oireachtas.  This competition decides 
those who will compete at the World event in Belfast 
in 2012.  In modern Irish dance, the term Oireachtas 
(plural: Oireachtasaí) refers to an annual championship 
competition. The word "oireachtas" literally means 
"gathering" in English. 

In April 2011, An Coimisiun le Rinci Gaelacha 
(Literally translated – The Irish Dance Commission) 
hosted the 41st Oireachtas Rince na Cruinne in 
Dublin.  They welcomed over 4,500 competitors - 
along with about 20,000 of their family members, 
teachers and supporters to cheer them on – to Dublin. 
These talented contestants represented Irish dance 
schools from 32 countries around the globe. 

 
Both girls are long time Irish Dance students and 

competitors and are currently with the Kristin Butke 
School.  
 

IRISH DANCE CHAMPIONS 
 

This is Sharon Maguire – before she danced in the 
competitions in Orlando. Sharon came in 13th in the 
U13 competition and qualified for World Event in 
Belfast in April 2012. 

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Now meet Christine Maguire – who, with Sharon, 
qualified to compete at the World Event in Belfast 
in April 2012.  
 

Christine is also a repeat winner – this year she earned 
the Under-16 Women’s Title – she also received that 
award for her age group in 2005! 

 

 
Christine with her huge trophy! (and her teachers) 

 
The Maguire girls were kind enough to dance for us at 
our summer picnic a while back – and boy they are 
GOOD.  I also remember seeing a bit of “Maguire 
Dancing” at the Landmark when the Chieftans were 
here for a concert several years ago.  The girls have 
also often been in the Richmond St. Patrick’s Parade   
 
Congratulations to the girls and also to Denis and 
Josie.  This is a family commitment and surely takes a 
lot of time and travel for all.   
 

 
 
 

GOOD LUCK IN BELFAST! 



HELP WANTED !     HELP NEEDED! 

 
Yes indeed - History Does matter and that includes 
the history of our IAS organization.  We are fortunate 
to have many of our original newsletters, and photos 
from those early days of the organization to present 
day IAS functions.  We are still searching for 
someone to fill the position of Historian to maintain 
our IAS photo albums and records.  It would not be a 
labor-intensive position, but would be a huge help to 
the organization.  If you can help us out, please call 
our President, Sonya at 804-272-4138 

FAMILY TREE BUILDER  
 I came across some information on the web – I 

can’t vouch for it, but it appears to be something that 
might be helpful to our members that are working on 
their family histories.    

It seems that you can create your Irish family tree 
with this free family tree builder. Whether you are a 
novice family historian or an experienced genealogist, 
the free software stores all the names in your tree 
securely in one place, allowing you access from any 
computer at any time. You can add and edit relations 
at any time as well as all the additional details that 
make up your family story.  I hope that some of you 
will have good luck building your free family tree 
now!  Click on the link below for info on the tree 
setup: 
http://www.findmypast.ie/content/irish_family_tree_builder 
 

 
THE 2012 ELECTION IS COMING… THE 2012 ELECTION IS C OMING !!!! 

 

No, No  - not that election – the big one - in June - at the IAS Summer Picnic – it will be time to vote for officers 
and Board Members that are up for re-election.  You know you enjoy the activities that are set for the members, so 
how about lending a hand in the planning of the activities and the running of the IAS.  Help is always needed!  Being 
on the Board only requires attendance at one meeting per month – usually about one hour long – and we don’t meet in 
the summer. You know you have good ideas and we could use them!  Please think about volunteering for a “run” at 
elected office with the IAS and be ready to throw your hat in the ring when candidates are requested! 

 

IAS OFFICERS & BOARD 
President Sonya Moore 804-233-2113 sonyasmoore@comcast.net 

Vice-President/ Programs Dan Begley 804-740-5631 begley55@hotmail.com 
Secretary & Sunshine Ann McGehee 540-894-7284 Anniev67@juno.com 

Treasurer Kathryn O’Meara 804-745-1903 Mungojerrie23@aol.com 
Board Member, Membership Denis Maguire 804-739-0429 maguired@comcast.net 

Board Member, Special Events Karon Bell 804-982-7835  
Board, Email & Newsletter Nancy Emig 804-323-6415 bearfan46@verizon.net 
Board Member -Pub Master Mary Smith 804-746-8173 maryrrf@yahoo.com 

Board Member Frank Hardy 804-883-6230 fenway7@msn.com 
Board Member/Webmaster Jim Bandelean 804-347-0924 jbandelean@gmail.com 

Board Member Open   
Webmaster Doug Elder 804-365-7948 elderclann@yahoo.com 

Ah - so you noticed the “Open” Spot.  Yes, we are down one person for a complete Board.  There are 6 
months before the election in June – so use these comings months to take some time and consider running for 

the Board. The IAS can surely use your ideas and energy  
 

A MOST SINCERE WISH TO ALL OUR IAS MEMBERS 
 FOR ALL THE BEST IN THE COMING NEW YEAR 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS  – Click on links in calendar and you can hear song selections from the artists 
And ALWAYS click the links below to get the latest updates on upcoming events 

http://richmondias.org/events.php or for a full month calendar of current events click here. IAS Calendar 
 

January 11th – 
7 – 9 pm 
Williamsburg 
Library 
515 Scotland St. 
Williamsburg VA  
Ph: 757.259.4040 
 

Fact-based story about Irish crime-investigating reporter Sinead Hamilton, who invaded the 
Irish underworld and attempted to expose the illegitimate activities she found. Hampered by 
the system, a police consort is ineffectual at aiding her despite trying to step outside of the 
normal bounds. Kevin McNally plays her husband, who hates her activities and the danger in 
which she places herself. Nonetheless, he grudgingly admires her persistence and encourages 
her investigation. Free - Williamsburg Regional Library presents the Celtic Film Series in 
cooperation with the local chapter of the Ancient Order of Hibernians.  The monthly series 
explores the history, drama and quirky humor of films made in or about Ireland.  

Jan 14th  - 6pm 
Pub Supper – 
Rosie Connolly’s 
 
 

Pub Supper Rosie Connolly’s 1548 E. Main St. Richmond VA 23219(804-343-1063) Meet at 
6:00 pm Our New Pub Master – Mary Smith kicks off the new year at an IAS Favorite – 
Rosie Connolly’s (click for link for menu and directions)Be sure and call or email Mary with 
the number attending - that’s just to get us all seated together. Mary checked and Rosie’s  is 
happy to provide separate checks. 

January 21st  
IAS Meeting 
Midlothian 
Library 
Movie – Patrick 

Saturday, 1:00 – Great Movie – “Patrick ” Midlothian Library – 521 Coalfield Road, 
Midlothian VA 23114-4406, Library Phone -804-378-2144 For driving directions 
from your house, click for driving directions  Easy to get to from all locations – 
Click for a map to show location and routes 

Jan 22nd   7pm  
IAS Board 
Meeting 

All IAS members are welcome at any Board meeting.  Join us and see what goes on.. then 
you might think about running for a position on the Board ☺ Call Sonya for directions 804-
272-4138 

February 10& 
11th 2012 
Celtic Concert 
Coyote Run 
7:30 – 10pm 
Williamsburg 
Library 

Coyote Run (click for their website) Touring the country - Coyote Run presents 
sweeping soundscapes in concert halls, earthy Celtic vibes at highland festivals, and 
rollicking good times at the Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire.. Tight harmonies and soaring 
vocals telling tales from legend, history and myth are the hallmark of this band. Come and 
experience the magic that is Coyote Run! Williamsburg Library, 515 Scotland St.  
Williamsburg VA 23185 P hone: 757.259.4040 $16 adults • $14 Friends of WRL and 
students•$8 under 16  http://www.wrl.org/events/coyote-run-1 

Feb 11th – 6pm 
Pub Supper  
O’Toole’s  

4800 Forest Hill Avenue, Richmond, VA 23225-3144 – Phone  804-233-1781 For directions 
and menu info – click on this link  http://www.otoolesrestaurant.com/ 

Feb 12th 8pm 
Wolf Trap  
Vienna, VA 
Tickets $22 

SOLAS - A burst of Celtic vitality, this folk quintet uses catchy melodies and fast-fingered 
instrumentals to put a modern spin on traditional Irish classics.  The internationally 
acclaimed Solas—meaning “light” in Celtic—incorporates several instruments including the 
flute, tenor banjo, mandolin, guitar, and accordion. The Washington Post raves, “Solas has 
established itself as one of the top Irish-folk groups on either side of the Atlantic.”   Listen to 
Solas Music here 

Feb 24th 8pm & 
25th 7:30pm 
Wolf Trap 
Vienna, VA 
Tickets $25 

Cherish The Ladies (←Click for their website)- Witness the dynamic vocals, instrumentals, 
and step dancing of this sensational ensemble as they celebrate Irish culture through music. 
In 1985 Cherish the Ladies became the first all-female Irish music ensemble and in 2009 they 
released their 11th album, The Girls Won’t Leave the Boys Alone.  

March TBA  Kite Festival – Dorey Park – Henrico Co.  
March 2nd 
POISONED 
DWARF AND 
HANDSOME 
MOLLY   
Cultural Art CTR  
2nd Stage 7 pm  
804-261-2787 
http://www.arts
glenallen.com/  

What a great opportunity this is.  If you can’t get to the pubs in Ireland – this might be just as 
good!  Poisoned Dwarf – plays driving traditional Celtic music. Focusing primarily on Irish 
traditional music, and with acoustic instruments only, this band from Williamsburg, Virginia 
has entertained audiences in many different settings for years.   Handsome Molly plays Irish 
music that is heard in pubs all over Ireland, in bars, at Irish dances and social events. Our 
IAS member Kelly Kennedy adds to the luster of this Irish group along with Andy 
Cleveland, Craig DuBose and Rachel Blake.  To hear the music of these local and area 
talents – just click on the links. Tickets $10/Advance $12 at Door. 
http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/poisoneddwarf2- http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/kellykennedy 
 

  



March 3 & 4 
Birchmere 
Music Hall  
Alexandria, VA 
  

Gaelic Storm – More Info coming… Two Days! 
Might be a Fun Road Trip! Click Here to http://www.ticketmaster.com/Birchmere-
tickets-Alexandria/venue/172043 - focus_event_table 
 

March 15th  
CELTIC 
NIGHTS ! 
7:30pm 
University of 
Richmond  
 
Adults $36 
Seniors $32 
Group o 20+ 
$32 each 
Children  $18 
(Age 0 – 12) 

Celtic Nights – “Journey of Hope” Alice Jepson Theatre - click here Modlin Center for the 
Arts click here, University of Richmond - From the creators of Gaelforce Dance, the “two 
hour spectacular [that] has brought audiences to their feet all around the world” comes a 
brand new show in celebration of song. Celtic Nights expertly weaves together the lilting 
melodies and plaintive lyrics of the rich Celtic heritage to tell the story of a people. The 
audience is invited to travel along on a journey of hope, transported in time through 
traditional ballads, vivid choreography, and the story of a people struggling to find their 
place in a changing world. Celtic Nights features the finest male and female voices of the 
Celtic world, showcased against a thundering backdrop of expert dancing and musicianship. 
In this glittering production, six of Ireland’s most prominent vocal talents are complemented 
by six of its most accomplished step dancers, creating an exhilarating picture of a proud 
people who dared to dream big and doggedly carved out a home in the New World. In Celtic 
Nights, their story is told through the power and majesty of music and the hypnotic fury of 
dancing feet. http://modlin.richmond.edu/events/index.html 

March 16th 
Pub Supper –  
Nick’s Roman 
Terrace  

Yep! We are going to an Italian restaurant for our March Pub Supper – Why you ask?  
Because this might be the most “Irish-ly” decorated restaurant in Richmond in March!  And 
the food is good and the service is great! More info coming in next issues.  

March 24 & 25 St. Patrick’s Festival  

April  
IAS Meeting  
Special 
Program 
 
Location and 
time to be 
announced.  

To commemorate the 100 year Anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic – 
 The meeting will focus on The Titanic and the Tragic Irish Connection 

 
 

 

http://richmondias.org/pdf/ias%20application.pdf 
Click above to get that application to give to an interested potential member! 


